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 NOTES of a meeting of the Planning Committee  
held on Monday 13th March 2017 at 8.30 am 

 
Present:  Cllr Michael Wilderspin (Chairman), Cllr Trevor Bowmer, Mike Greenan 
 

 
01.03.17 Apologies 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Jennifer Nettleship and Julie Baranek (Clerk). 
 
02.03.17 Acceptance and Signing of Notes 
 
 It was agreed that the notes of the last meeting held on 24th June 2016 be approved and 
 were signed by the Chairman. 
 
03.03.17 Planning Applications Received 
 
 The Committee discussed the following applications: 
 
 17/00029/FUL – 2 Primrose Cottage, St Johns Road – Creation of Decking Area - 

Objection 
 
 After discussion the following was agreed: 
 
 Members of the Planning Committee have been to the site and wish to object strongly to it 

being allowed permission in retrospect. 
 
 Firstly, it is out of proportion for the site.  With fairy lights and long tables on the decking, it 

could be used for large groups of people and takes up most of the immediate garden space 
between the cottage and the A6.  If this happens there could be an issue of further increased 
parking problems on St Johns Road. 

 
 The balustrade is also used to suspend fairy lights so suggests that the area might be used 

in the darker evenings as well.  This could create noise nuisance.   
 
 The balustrade gives incomplete safety protection at one end and could provide a safety risk 

for large groups of people.  In view of its size and mode of construction we feel that the 
terrace may probably need Building Regulations permission. 

 
 For augmenting screening they have erected a new fence to fill the gap between the 

cypresses.  This protection is incomplete both in width and height and the structure is easily 
visible from the car park opposite when standing near the river bank.  This fence could 
possibly need separate planning permission. 

  
 The cypresses also heavily overhang the pavement and will soon need major reduction or 

eventually felling as if they are cut back from the pavement they will be denuded of green 
growth resulting in their death. 
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 The terrace appears well constructed as far as we can see and is screened from above by 

the cottages and would not be seen.  It is only just visible from the hilltop.  The trees on the 
Matlock Bath side are deciduous and have limited screening properties from that direction.  
From the Matlock end the terrace is clearly visible. 

 
  The Committee noted the following applications and confirmed they had no objections: 
 
 17/00050/LBALT – Whistlestop Centre – Internal & External Roof Works  
 T/17/00017/TCA – Castle View Cottage, Temple Walk – Works to Trees 
 
04.03.17 Neighbourhood Planning 
 
 No further progress.  Will be deferred to the next meeting. 
 
05.03.17 Gullivers 
 
 It was reported that complaints had been received regarding the recently erected ride at 

Gulliver’s.  DDDC Planning confirmed that having consulted with Gulliver’s, they are able to 
confirm that the recently erected ride does not exceed 25m and therefore constitutes 
permitted development under Class B, Part 18 of the Town and County Planning (General 
Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015.  The Committee confirmed that the relevant 
sections of Permitted development had been checked and they would concur with DDDC’s 
response. 

 
 Although the Committee accepted that Gulliver’s is a theme park they felt that most of the 

planning restrictions on Permitted Development which apply to all other parishioners, do not 
apply to theme parks.  This means that when the Parish Council are asked to comment on 
planning applications, they may refuse to support applications for development or changes to 
properties which may overlook or even share a boundary with Gulliver’s Kingdom, while 
those applicants can see developments at Gulliver’s Kingdom, such as the current massive 
structure being permitted without the need for any planning consent. 

 
 The Committee felt that this makes a nonsense of the Conservation Area status and also the 

adjacent World Heritage Site.  
 
 It was reported that the Parish Council had challenged the change of status for Gulliver’s 

Kingdom to a Theme Park in the 1980s or 1990s. 
 

 It was agreed that a request be made to the Secretary of State for some restrictions to be 
applied to Theme Parks in Conservation Areas such as Gulliver’s Kingdom so that 
structures are scaled to be in harmony with the Conservation Area in which they are located 
and the visual effect of inappropriately scaled structures limited. Alternatively, MBPC could 
apply for the removal of our Conservation Area status. 
 

06.03.17  Date of Next Meeting 
 
 The Committee agreed that quarterly meetings should be held in addition to e-mail 

discussions. Dates to be agreed. 
 
 
 
 


